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Water Division Organization
Director: Rene Pelletier,  P.G.

   Assistant Director: Ted Diers

Bureaus and Programs

 Dam Bureau

 Drinking Water and Groundwater Bureau

 Land Resources Management Program:
    Alteration of Terrain, Subsurface Systems  Bureau, 

Shoreland Program, Wetlands Bureau

 Wastewater Engineering Bureau

 Watershed Management Bureau

 Winnipesaukee River Basin Program



Division 
Priorities

3

◎ PFAS 
◎ Cyanobacteria
◎ Cybersecurity 
◎ Wastewater planning and 

infrastructure
◎ SCADA at WRBP
◎ WRBP Sewer Repair – NBRC 

Grant 
◎ Wetlands and Subsurface 

Rulemaking
◎ Mangement and maintenance 

of State-owned dams Hampton Seabrook Estuary at sunset, unknown



PFAS in 
Drinking 

Water 

4

◎ 1/3 of all sources of water for public 
water systems detect PFOA or PFOS

◎ PFAS compensation fund – Settlement 
funds arriving in NH

https://www.pfas.des.nh.gov/funding/pfas
-compensation-fund-public-water-systems 

◎ Private Wells – Approx. 16,000 wells 
sampled and 57% were above EPA MCL 
of 4ppt.

◎ Water supply efforts in Southern NH

Public Water Systems Detecting PFOA/PFOS
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Cybersecurity
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◎ Cyber Threat - Targeting Water and 
Wastewater Sector Internet-Facing 
Programmable Logic Controllers, 
Causing Operational Disruptions

◎ NH Water Sector Stakeholder 
Meetings
◎ March 2026 and September 2026

◎ New training contact hour policy for 
DW Operators 
◎ mandatory 2 hours of 

cybersecurity training
◎ Cybersecurity rules for DW & WW

◎ SB 589 effective June 2026

Cybersecurity In-A-Box 

Drinking 
Water Utilities

Wastewater 
Utilities



Cyano

6◎ Cyanobacter ia plan in 2022
◎ B looms occur  on ~50-60 water bodies per  

year
◎ 4th lak e-wide r emediation pr oject in 2026
◎ ~1.5 mil l ion spent on cyanobacter ia 

pr ojects
◎ H ealthy swimming mapper  updated in 

2025 and 2026 to be mor e infor mative



Wastewater 
Planning and 

I nfrastructure
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◎ $435M T otal  demand in 2026
◎ “ Fr ee”  ener gy audits and 

vulner abil ity assessments
◎ A sset management w/ WWE B  

On-Call  E ng’ g Contr acts
◎ H B 1275

•Signed into law (Chapter 298); Effective July 10, 
2026 
•Provides civil liability protections for farmers for 
PFAS-related impacts in soil, water, or agricultural 
products. 
•Directs NHDES to develop concentration-based 
PFAS standards for biosolids land application sites.

•Initiate rulemaking by June 2027
•Final standards effective by 1/1/2028 



SCADA at 
WRBP
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◎ SCA DA  system installed in 
2000.

◎ Par ts r un on Windows X P !
◎ Complete r eplacement 

scheduled for  2027-2028. 
◎ Contr act awar d ver y soon.
◎ Costs =  >$ 2.1 mil l ion



WRBP 
Sewer 

Repair – 
NBRC Grant

◎ B elmont-Nor thfield dr ink ing 
water  aquifer  pr otected.

◎ Complete l ining/r eplacement 
scheduled for  2027-2028. 

◎ NB R C feder al  gr ant for  1/3 of 
pr oject costs in 2027.

◎ Pr oject Costs =  @$ 6 mil l ion



Land 
Resource 

Management 
Permitting
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◎ L aunch of NH E nvir o for  A oT
◎ State assumption of feder al  

wetlands per mitting ( “ 404 
A ssumption” )

◎ Wetland r ules update this winter
◎ 80% of al l  subsur face r ecor ds 

scanned and online.  May 2027 
completion date.



Managment 
of State-

owned 
dams
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◎ 270 State-owned Dams with a 
$414 mill ion r ehabil itation need

◎ $300 mill ion just for  64 high 
hazar d State-owned dams

◎ Pr epar ing for  Capital  B udget 
funded pr ojects at Pawtuck away 
L ak e and L ak e Fr ancis.

◎ Finishing A R PA  funded pr ojects 
at Goose Pond, Mendums Pond 
and Nash Str eam For est

◎ R eviewing the feasibil ity of 
sever al  dam r emoval pr ojects



Thank You

Rene Pelletier, P.G.
Director, Water Division

(603) 271-0677
rene.pelletier@des.nh.gov
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