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“to provide for the protection, 
preservation, and enhancement of the 
drinking water and groundwater 
resources of the state”



History of the Trust Fund

Proceeds plus 
interest, totaling $276 
million deposited into 

the Trust Fund

Drinking Water and 
Groundwater Trust 

Fund in RSA 485-F  to 
receive these funds 

and establish Advisory 
Commission

State won $236 
million in trial 

State went to trial 
against ExxonMobil 
seeking damages for 
MtBE contamination

2013 2016



MISSION
“…to provide for the protection, preservation, and enhancement
of the drinking water and groundwater resources of the state”

The uniqueness of the 
Drinking Water and 

Groundwater Trust Fund is 
that it can support a large 

variety of projects to 
provide clean and safe 

drinking water from the 
source to tap



Trust Fund Programs Covered in 
Today’s Workshop

DWGTF

Annual 
Round

Special 
Projects 

Assistance

Source Water 
Protection Grant 

Program

Drinking Water 
Construction 

Assistance

Consolidation 
Study Grants

Private Well 
Initiatives

Lead 
Remediation in 

Schools

Visit our website to 
learn more about  
these other programs

https://www4.des.state.nh.us/nh-dwg-trust/


Supporting Drinking 
Water Infrastructure 
since 2017

$103M Grants and   $66M Loans
111 Drinking Water infrastructure projects 
across the state

Leveraged $151M in matching funds



Drinking Water Construction 
Project Assistance

What Projects are Eligible?

• Projects that are ready
• Applicants that have exhausted all other 

funding sources and stakeholder investment
• Infrastructure from source to tap to enable 

the State to meet present and future 
drinking water needs

• Improve water quality
• Increase the longevity of a system

Who Can Apply? 
• A State agency, board, or commission
• Any person or legal entity that owns a 

community water system or water 
distribution system

• Non‐profit organizations that own a 
non‐transient, non‐community water 
system



Drinking Water Construction 
Project Assistance

Annual Round 
Grant and Loan 

Program

• Summer - Request for proposals

• Fall - Funding Applications due, Commission 
reviews and votes on award decisions

• Winter - Funding notifications to applicants

• Anytime

• Eligibility Review - DES reviews and 
submits to the Commission for consideration

• Commission Evaluation - additional 
information may be requested from applicant

• Commission Vote - Funding notification 
made to applicants

Special Projects 
Assistance

Annual Round 
Grant and Loan 

Program

Special Projects 
Assistance

Construction 
Project Assistance 

Program

When to Apply



Special Project Assistance

1. Drinking Water Contamination

2. Time Criticality

3. Financial Hardship

4. Economic Growth

When to Apply



2023 Construction Project 
Annual Round

Funding Priorities

• Projects with 
Leveraged Funding

• Project Readiness
• Highlight Core Criteria

Core Criteria

 Removal, reduction, or mitigation of 
contamination

 Interconnection or consolidation

 Expansion projects of regional 
significance

  Promotes economic development

Other Criteria Considered 
✓ Community Income

✓ Stakeholder investment in the water system 
(high Affordability Ind= water rates/MHI)

✓ Infrastructure upgrade to meet compliance

✓ Support long-term asset management

✓ Geographic distribution of projects



2023 Construction Project 
Annual Round

Guidance on Grant
Requests

Projects that meet these criteria will be prioritized for grants

✓ Addresses one of the core criteria

✓ Project is ready to receive funding and has long-term viability

✓ Serves NH primary residences

✓ What about Infrastructure Upgrades? Can projects that 

improve distribution systems, replace pumphouses, upgrade 

storage tanks, etc. receive a grant? 

✓ Demonstrate financial hardship (MHI < $83,449 or 

stakeholder investment Affordability Index > 1.5) 

Request what is Needed

• There is no minimum match requirement, 
but the Commission ranks projects higher 
that have secured or exhausted all other 
funding sources

• Justify that the project cannot be 
completed without grant assistance from 
the Trust Fund 



Solicitation for 
applications

• Please visit the 
website to 
learn more and 
download the 
appplication

2023 Construction Project 
Annual Round



Solicitation for 
applications

• New! Electronic 
nForm

2023 Construction Project 
Annual Round



2023 Construction Project 
Annual Round

Solicitation for 
applications

• New! Electronic 
nForm



DES Press 
Release

Website

Workshops

Applications 
Due

DES 
Review

Subcommittee 
Review-

DES prepares 
recommendat
ion report

Subcommittee 
Recommendations

Commission votes 
on awards

DES sends 
notification letters

September October 13 
October
14– 27 November December 

Funding Timeline 

2023 Construction Project 
Annual Round



Trust Fund Administrator
Cheryl Bondi

603-271-8321
Cheryl.a.bondi@des.nh.gov

Applications and 

Funding

Please Contact Us With 
Questions! 

Program Specialist
Marysa Boire

603-271-1355
Marysa.n.boire@des.nh.gov

Grant and Loan 
Assistance

Program Engineer
Tom Willis

271-0779
thomas.h.willis@des.nh.gov

Engineering/ 
Technical Questions

mailto:Cheryl.a.bondi@des.nh.gov
mailto:Marysa.n.boire@des.nh.gov
mailto:thomas.h.willis@des.nh.gov
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