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Grieving Teen’s Artwork
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Our heartfelt thanks to the BIA; we are honored to be

recognized as this year’s NH Advantage Award recipient.

Congratulations to the Lifetime Achievement Award

honorees. 
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Evening Program

BIA wishes to thank members of our Annual Dinner 

Committee for their commitment to make tonight’s 

celebration a success.

Brien Murphy, Committee Chair 

Boyce Highlands

Ryan Clark 

AT&T

John Gilbert 

Synchrony Advisors

Steve LeSage 

CGI Benefits Group

Joel Maiola 

Granite Edge Consulting

Ken Sheldon 

Bank of America

Michael Skelton 

BIA

6:30 PM  Program Begins

•  Opening Remarks

• Sponsor Recognition

•  New Hampshire Advantage Award sponsored by Bank of America

       •  Friends of Aine Center for Grieving Children and Families

7:00 PM  Dinner Served

7:45 PM  Program Resumes

8:30 PM  Evening Concludes

• Lifetime Achievement Awards sponsored by Whelen Engineering  

  •  Dean Christon 

  •  Senator Lou D’Allesandro 

  •  Sherilyn Burnett Young



Presenting Sponsor:

BIA’s 110th Annual Dinner and Awards Celebration 

is generously supported by:



Lifetime Achievement Award Sponsor:

NH Advantage Award Sponsor:

BIA’s 110th Annual Dinner and Awards Celebration is generously 

supported by these leading New Hampshire employers:



FRIENDS OF AINE CENTER FOR GRIEVING CHILDREN & FAMILIES

Christine Phillips and David Phillips founded Friends of Aine in 2013. The nonprofit 

agency provides bereavement support services and resources to children and 

families who have suffered the death of a loved one. The couple was compelled 

to act following the sudden and unexpected death of their daughter Aine 

(pronounced Ahn-ya) at age 8 in 2010. Aine’s younger sister, Bella, who was 

6 at the time, inspired a journey that has helped hundreds of children in New 

Hampshire. David and Christine found a small and limited 8-week program with 

Home Health & Hospice Care in Merrimack. When finished, Bella told her parents 

she wanted to do more, which led to creating Friends of Aine as a fundraising 

organization to support the Merrimack program. The Manchester-based Friends of 

Aine has since grown to provide support services through three 8-week sessions, 

using a peer-to-peer model and small groups for children and adults. 

New Hampshire Advantage Award 
presented by Bank of America



DEAN CHRISTON

Dean Christon served as executive director and CEO of New Hampshire Housing 

from 2007 through 2021 and previously was assistant executive director, deputy 

director of administration and chief operating officer. His tenure at New Hampshire 

Housing covered 34 of the self-supporting public corporation’s first 40 years. New 

Hampshire Housing’s mission is to promote, finance and support housing solutions for 

the people of New Hampshire. Since it was founded in 1981, New Hampshire Housing 

has helped more than 55,000 families purchase their own homes and has been 

instrumental in financing the creation of more than 16,000 multifamily housing units. 

Christon continues his advocacy and community support through his service as chair 

of the Advisory Board of the Saint Anselm College Center for Ethics in Society, and as 

a trustee for both NeighborWorks Southern New Hampshire and Catholic Charities 

New Hampshire.

Lifetime Achievement Awards 
presented by Whelen Engineering



W E  A R E  P R O U D  O F  YO U ,  

YO U R  L E A D E R S H I P,  A N D  YO U R  

D E D I C AT I O N  T O  S E E K I N G  

H O U S I N G  S O L U T I O N S  F O R  T H E  

P E O P L E  O F  N E W  H A M P S H I R E . 

C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S 

D E A N  C H R I S T O N

ON BEING HONORED WITH THE  

BIA LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD



Lifetime Achievement Awards
presented by Whelen Engineering

SENATOR LOU D’ALLESANDRO

Sen. Lou D’Allesandro of Manchester has served in elected office in New 

Hampshire for over 45 years including his current run of 13 consecutive terms in the 

state Senate. The “Dean of the Senate” is known for his passion for education and 

helping others. Sen. D’Allesandro’s political resume includes serving in the House 

from 1973-1974 and 1997-1999, the Executive Council from 1974-1980 and ten 

years on his local school board. He also twice ran for governor. Sen. D’Allesandro 

began his professional career as a high school civics teacher in New Hampshire 

and went on to serve as president of Daniel Webster College and Nasson College, 

and vice president of Franklin Pierce University. He is an alumnus of the University 

of New Hampshire, earning a bachelor’s degree in history in 1961 and later a 

master’s degree from Rivier University in 1971. The senator serves on the Board of 

Directors of Southern New Hampshire Services, a community action program.



Congratulations to Senator D’Allesandro. Always so 
proud of our Board Chairman! 

For over 45 years, you have served the Granite State in 
the Senate, House, Executive Council and your local 
school board. Few in New Hampshire can equal your 
tenure at the State House and even fewer can match 
your passion for helping Granite Staters.

Photo credit: University of New Hampshire

Thank you for your 20 years of service on 
the board of SNHS.

From the Board and Staff of 
Southern New Hampshire Services, Inc.



SHERILYN “SHERRY” BURNETT YOUNG 

Sherry Young, founder, shareholder and past president of Rath, Young and 

Pignatelli, has stood out for decades as one of New Hampshire’s best lawyers. 

Focusing on environmental law and litigation, she is annually featured among “The 

Best Lawyers in America” and Thomson Reuters’ Super Lawyers. She received 

NH Business Review’s “Outstanding Women in Business Award” in 2019 and was 

named one of the Granite State’s 200 Most Influential Leaders by NHBR in 2020. 

In 2000, she was the first woman elected to chair the State Capital Group, an 

international association of independent law firms, and received the 2007 Marilla 

M. Ricker Achievement Award for women lawyers who achieved professional 

excellence or paved the way for other women lawyers. Young serves on the 

board of directors of Walden Mutual Bank and the University of New Hampshire 

Foundation, the Dean’s Advisory Board of the UNH Franklin Pierce School of Law, 

and as chair of New Hampshire Public Radio’s Board of Trustees. 

Lifetime Achievement Awards 
presented by Whelen Engineering



We congratulate Sherilyn Burnett Young, 

recipient of the Business & Industry 

Association’s Lifetime Achievement Award

Sherry is an exceptional lawyer, a committed community leader and a 

gifted and generous colleague who we are proud to call our friend.

What the award language cannot capture is the genuineness of her 

commitment, her decency, her dedication to her work, her community, 

and to all of us who are fortunate to enjoy her leadership and friendship.

Sherry’s commitment to her family, the community, the Bar, this firm, 

and each of us is complete, uncompromising and heartfelt.

While Sherry’s impacts across the community, the Bar, and the State 

have been beyond worthy of this recognition, we here are especially 

blessed to have her care about all of us so deeply. She is our friend,  

and we are all better for it.

CONCORD  
(603) 226-2600 

NASHUA  
(603) 889-9952

BOSTON  
(617) 523-8080

MONTPELIER  
(802) 552-4037

MANCHESTER  
(603) 226-2600

RATHLAW.COM
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BIA’s 110th Annual Dinner and Awards Celebration is generously 

supported by these leading New Hampshire employers:

Platinum Sponsors:



Exhibitors: Apprenticeship USA-NH, Littleton Coin Company, 

 New Hampshire Insurance Department

BIA’s 110th Annual Dinner and Awards Celebration is generously 

supported by these leading New Hampshire employers:

Gold Sponsors:

Alene Candles, LLC

American Chemistry  Council

Anagnost Investments, Inc.

Anthem Blue Cross Blue Shield

Baker Newman Noyes

Bernstein Shur

BerryDunn

Cornerstone Government 
Affairs

Devine Millimet 

Fiduciary Trust of  
New England

Keller Companies Inc.

Maloney & Kennedy, PLLC

Mill Falls at the Lake

Millennium Agency

Momentum Manufacturing 
Group

Mountain View Grand             
Resort & Spa

New Hampshire Housing

Normandeau Associates, Inc.

Northeast Delta Dental

Orr & Reno, PA

Orsted

Sojourn Partners

The Lawson Group 

Well Sense Health Plan

Silver Sponsors:



Ginamarie Alvino      

The RiverStone Group

Raymond Brousseau  

BAE Systems

Jamie Burnett 

Sight Line Public Affairs 

LLC

Susannah Chance 

Work Opportunities 

Unlimited, Inc.

Daniel Cronin 

CGI Business Solutions

James Dean 

University of New 

Hampshire

Douglas Foley 

Eversource 

John Gilbert 

Synchrony Advisors

Bryan Granger 

C&S Wholesalers 

Grocers

Brien Murphy 

Boyce Highlands 

Joseph Murray 

Fidelity Investments

Steven Poggi       

Waste Management

Neil Proudman       

Liberty 

Maria Proulx      

Anthem Blue Cross Blue 

Shield

Joe Shean 

R.P. Abrasives & 

Machines

Kenneth Sheldon 

Bank of America

Curtis Simard 

Bar Harbor Bank & Trust

Kathryn Skouteris 

Harvard Pilgrim Health 

Care 

Evan Smith 

Hypertherm, Inc

Venu Sunkara 

Watts Water 

Technologies

Leslie Walker 

Mason + Rich

John Kacavas, Chair, 

Hinckley Allen

Kathy Garfield, Chair-

Elect, Keller Companies 

Inc.

Sheryl McQuade, Past-

Chair, TD Bank  

Stephen Lawlor, 

Treasurer 

Nathan Wechsler

Scott Ellison, Secretary  

Sheehan Phinney

Mike Skelton, President 

Business and Industry 

Association of NH

EXECUTIVE BOARD

BIA Board of Directors

OFFICERS



Dick Anagnost 

Anagnost Investments

Timothy Archer 

UnitedHealthcare

Kenneth Boivin 

GZA GeoEnvironmental

Kevin Boyarsky 

NH Print & Mail Service

Joseph Campbell 

North Branch Construction

Joseph Carelli 

Citizens Bank

Mark Ciborowski 

Ciborowski Associates

Patrick Closson, Esq. 

McLane Middleton

Cheryl Coletti-Lawson 

The Lawson Group 

Michael Costa 

Fiduciary Trust of  

New England

Eric Crainich 

Design Standards  

Corporation

Andrew Curland                       

Momentum Manufacturing 

Group

Robert Dapice 

New Hampshire Housing

Jim Faulhaber 

ams-OSRAM Group

Peter Frid 

New Hampshire  

Public Broadcasting

David Greer 

Wire Belt Company of 

America

Karl Heafield, CPA 

Baker Newman Noyes

Robert Hevert 

Unitil

Matthew Houde 

Dartmouth Health

Chris Hodgdon 

Comcast

Wendy Hunt 

Greater Nashua Chamber 

of Commerce

Michael Karsonovich 

StatLab

Theodore Kitchens 

Manchester-Boston  

Regional Airport

Leonel Klassen  

Elektrisola, Inc.

Brian Law 

Law Logistics

Joel Maiola 

Granite Edge Consulting

Don Marsolini 

DECCO, Inc.

Brandon McGrath 

Anheuser-Busch

Jim Merrill 

Bernstein Shur

John Morison, III 

Hitchiner Manufacturing

Marian Noronha 

Turbocam International

John Nyhan 

Hampton Area Chamber 

of Commerce 

DIRECTORS

BIA Board of Directors



DIRECTORS (CONTINUED)

BIA Board of Directors

Michael O’Reilly 

NBT Bank

Thomas Raffio 

Northeast Delta Dental

James Reidy 

Sheehan Phinney

Mike Rizzo 

Admix, Inc.

Denis Robinson 

Pierce Atwood, LLP 

Charles Santich 

Pilgrim Foods

Robert Segal 

Sanel NAPA Automotive 

Supply Associates, Inc.

Christiana Thornton 

NH Higher Education Assistance 

Foundation

Richard Verney 

Monadnock Paper Mills

Alexander Walker 

Catholic Medical Center

Thomas White 

New England  

Wire Technologies

Val Zanchuk 

Graphicast





WIFI password: VERIZON

BIA Strategic Plan
2024-2027

On behalf of the BIA Board of Directors, we are excited 
tonight to unveil a new strategic plan for the BIA. This plan is 
the product of a year-long process that engaged members, 
key stakeholders, utilized member focus groups and surveys, 
and identified best practices and opportunities from peer 
organizations around the country. Those efforts have paid off with an 
exciting new long-range vision for the organization, and proactive strategic 
goals that advance our mission.

We look forward to sharing more regarding this new chapter for the BIA 
in the months ahead. Please use the QR code above to review the new 
strategic plan in greater detail. Thank you for your continued support and 
investment in the BIA!

BIA Mission

The BIA is the unifying voice of business, championing a competitive 
business climate and prosperous economic future for New Hampshire.

BIA Vision

New Hampshire is the leading state for business, creating economic 
opportunities and prosperity for all Granite Staters.


